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January 2022
• Global Land & Ocean: +0.89°C / +1.60°F; the 6th warmest Jan on record.

Global Land: +1.49°C / +2.68°F; 6th warmest Jan on record.

• Global Ocean: +0.67°C / +1.21°F; 5th warmest Jan on record. 

Global Temperature
The global temperature record dates back to 1880 (143 years)
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Global Temperature
The global temperature record dates back to 1880 (143 years)

2022 currently …

• 10.0% chance of warmest 
year

• Virtually certain that 2022 
will be a top 10 year
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Contiguous U.S. January 2022
Temperature: 31.0°F, +0.9°F, “near average”

Precipitation: 1.60”, -0.71”, tied with 2009 as the 14th driest Jan on record

• Above-average temperatures across much of the 
West and parts of the northern Plains. 
California had 9th warmest Jan.

• Below-average temperatures observed from 
Midwest and Tennessee Valley to the Northeast.

• Drier-than-average conditions observed across much of 
West, High Plains, Deep South, Great Lakes and Northeast.

• NV and CA 2nd driest Jan, UT had 3rd driest Jan

• TN, KY, MD, DE, WV, VA, and NC had above-average 
statewide precipitation.

Temperature Percentiles January 2022

Period: 1895–2022 (128 years)

Precipitation Percentiles January 2022

Period: 1895–2022 (128 years)
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Current U.S. Drought

57% of Contiguous U.S. in Drought 
(       2 percentage points since mid-January)
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January 28–29 Blizzard
• Storm rapidly intensified off the U.S. 

East Coast

• Coastal areas experienced heavy snow 
and strong winds

Photo courtesy of National Weather Service –
Boston/Norton, Massachusetts
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January 28–29 Blizzard

• Storm snowfall totals exceeded 12 inches in 
coastal areas from Maryland to Maine

• Parts of eastern Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, and New York’s Long Island saw 24 
to 30 inches of snow

Map courtesy of National Weather Service – Eastern Region Headquarters
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January 28–29 Blizzard

• Boston, Massachusetts, and Providence, Rhode 
Island, experienced their all-time snowiest day on 
record (1891 and 1904, respectively) on January 29

• January 29 ranked among the 10 snowiest January 
days on record at several other sites

• Atlantic City, New Jersey, has its 
snowiest January on record (since 1946)

• This January was among the 10 snowiest 
Januaries and 20 all-time snowiest 
months on record for several sites
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January 28–29 Blizzard

Courtesy of National Weather Service – Boston/Norton, Massachusetts

• Wind gusts ranged from 25 to 50 mph in many coastal areas, with 
localized gusts over 65 mph in coastal Maine, eastern 
Massachusetts, southern Rhode Island, and New York’s Long Island

• Blizzard conditions were experienced from Maryland to Maine 
including Atlantic City, New Jersey; Providence, Rhode Island; 
Boston, Massachusetts; and Portland, Maine
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Sea Surface Temperatures and ENSO

• Sea surface temperatures

– Below normal sea surface temperatures 
continue across the eastern Pacific Ocean 
near the equator

– The oceanic and atmospheric observations 
currently reflect La Nina conditions 

– Easterly trade winds are slightly stronger 
than normal and precipitation over the 
central Pacific is less than normal

• ENSO forecast

– La Nina is likely to persist through the next 
three months (77 percent chance)

– ENSO neutral conditions are more likely 
later in spring and summer (greater than 50 
percent chance)
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Monthly Forecast (March)
March Average 

Temperature Probability

March Total

Precipitation Probability
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Three-month Forecast (Mar, Apr, May)
Mar–Apr–May Average 

Temperature Probability

Mar–Apr–May Total 

Precipitation Probability
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U.S. Drought Outlook
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For More Information

TODAY’S PRESENTATION:

• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings

NOAA’s National Centers for Environmental Information: www.ncdc.noaa.gov

• Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/

• Dates for upcoming reports: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-references/dyk/monthly-releases

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

U.S. Drought Monitor: www.drought.gov 

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov

Northeast Regional Climate Center: https://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/

NOAA Media Contacts: john.jones-bateman@noaa.gov, 202-424-0929 (NOAA/NESDIS PAO)
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